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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

Brothers, our committees have 
been in high gear since the 
beginning of the year.  We 

had a Corporate Mass, RJS College 
Championship Bowl, Pro-Life Baby 
Shower and Remembrance Crosses, 
Free Throw Challenge, Card and 
Cigars, 2nd Degree and Bowling 
League.  Along with 4th Degree, 
Columbiettes and Squires activities, 
we have had a full month.  We have 
been blessed with many different 
hands to accomplish all of these 
activities.  Thank you for providing 
your time and talent.

One of our Brothers, Past Grand 
Knight Mark Lovejoy, has been 
very available and willing to help 
with many critical tasks.  He 
recently picked up half of the Baby 
Shower donations and delivered 
them, as well as helping out with 
the Free Throw Competition which 
was changed to an 8:00 am start 
time.  In the last 6 months, he 
frequently has been able to help at 
many inconvenient times.  He was 
also instrumental in planning the 40 
Days for Life activities with our Pro-
Life committee.  I can’t think of a 
time when Mark doesn’t say “Yes”.  

Grand Knight Con’t Next Page

Off And Running

Brothers, it has been a pretty 
amazing start of a New Year for 
the Pro-Life movement. With 
the inauguration of the new 

administration changes are in the air. As 
one of the first executive orders, the Mexico 
City Policy was reinstated. This policy is an 
international pro-life regulation banning the 
receipt of federal funding for foreign non-
governmental organizations that perform 
or promote abortions as a method of family 
planning. With the stroke of a pen, Planned 
Parenthood International was defunded.

The following day, the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed its first major 
pro-life bill, one that solidifies into law, 
the current policy of no federal funding 
being used for abortions. Previously this 
regulation had to be reapproved every 
year by Congress and as of recently, many 
attempts were being made for its repeal. 

We move to Friday January 27, 2017, 
when the 44th annual March for Life was 
held in Washington, D.C where hundreds of 
thousands, primarily young men and women 

attended. This is the world’s largest annual 
pro-life rally, to remember the over 59 
million babies killed since the horrid 1973 
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision that 
mandated legal abortion nationwide. 

For the first time in history, a sitting US 
Vice President (Mike Pence) addressed the 
March for Life participants. He urged Pro-
Lifers to win over hearts with gentleness and 
compassion and thanked the attendees for 
their stance for life. Other notable speakers 
included presidential advisor Kellyanne 
Conway, Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New 
York, members of Congress and Benjamin 
Watson of the Baltimore Ravens. 

This is what is what went on in Washington 
during January, but we also had memorable 
events in our own back yard. The St. Stephen 
Respect Life Ministry, Columbiettes and 
Knights of Columbus teamed up to sponsor 
the annual “Respect Life Baby Shower” the 
weekends of January 14/15 and 21/22. 

With the generous support of the entire 

Advance a Culture of Life
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We are proud to award Brother Mark 
Lovejoy as the February Knight of 
the Month.

Many of you know that Brother 
Joe Rynne has moved to Tennessee.  
He and his wife Tomiko provided 
many years of support to the Council, 
the Assemblies, the Squire’s Circle, 
and the Veterans Administration 
Volunteer Services.  I would like to 
announce the Joe Rynne Family as 
our Family of the Month.  We also 
wrote a letter of recognition and 
thanks for Joe that every Brother 
signed at our February business 
meeting.  

I had a great moment after the  
Pro-Life flag and prayer card 
distribution one Saturday after the 
4:00 Mass.  Brother Rich Sarnowski 
came to me on the portico and told me 
I should get into the New Parishioner 
Sign-up room immediately.  There 
was a gentleman interested in the 
Knights, but Rich had to leave to 
attend the 4th Degree Renewal of 
Vows ceremony.  I went into the 
room and there was his wife, Janice 
talking to the gentleman and having 
him fill out a Form 100!  She had 
closed the deal before I ever got a 
word in edgewise.  Thank you Janice, 
for introducing this gentleman to the 
Knights.

Your recruiting efforts are starting 
to pay off.  I know of 5 gentlemen 
interested in joining and 3 have 
already been through the admissions 
meeting.  Part of our success is 
coming from us being visible to the 
parish, and the greater part is from 
our members asking men they meet 
and in some cases they are working 
hard to encourage others to join.

On Saturday, January 22nd, I 
attended the regional meeting at  
St. Paul’s Church in Tampa.  The 
focus of meeting was to discuss the 
roles of the officers and directors in 
the operation of a Council.  I was 
pleased to assess that our Council 
is running according to the Order’s 

Grand Knight Con’t From Previous Page
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Since the Knights of Columbus 
Ultrasound Initiative launched Jan. 
22, 2009 — the 37th anniversary of 
Roe v. Wade — hundreds of state 

and local councils have assisted qualified 
pregnancy care centers (PCCs) to obtain 
ultrasound machines. Because of the high 
percentage of abortion-minded women who 
experience a change of heart after seeing 
their preborn child’s heartbeat or moving 
body via ultrasound, the machines play an 
important part in the PCCs’ lifesaving work.

When a council raises half the cost of 
an ultrasound machine — which starts at 
roughly $20,000 — the Supreme Council 
matches that amount through the Order’s 
Culture of Life Fund.

To date, the initiative has funded more 
than 750 ultrasound machines — valued at 
over $36 million — in all 50 states, as well 
as in Canada, Jamaica, Guatemala and Peru. 
Jurisdictions with the most machines funded 
are Florida (59), California (48), Texas (48), 
Missouri (43) and Michigan (37).

“Our Ultrasound Initiative gives an 
expectant mother a light that enables her to 
see the reality, and often the personality, of 
her child in the womb,” affirmed Supreme 
Knight Carl A. Anderson in his annual 
report last August.

An increasing number of PCCs are 
putting this technology on wheels to reach 
more women in need. Mobile ultrasound 
units offer PCCs increased flexibility, 
outreach and effectiveness. They can park 
right outside an abortion facility, on or near 
a college campus or military base, or travel 
to remote areas.

“For many women, transportation is 
an issue, as well as not knowing about 
us,” said Amanda Westerfield, director 
of Alpha Alternative PCC. “Now we 
can go to them, bringing our services to 
underserved populations. Plus, we’re like a 
moving billboard saying ‘Free Ultrasound 
and Pregnancy Test’ along with our phone 
number, which attracts further interest.”

Life Choices Pregnancy Center in Carson 
City, Nev., recently equipped its Save the 
Storks “Sprinter bus” with a new K of C 
funded ultrasound machine — the second 
that the Nevada State Council has provided 
for the center, and the fourth in the state.

The center’s director, Kimberly Burchiel, 
said, “Our goal is now to go where women 
need our services — in rural parts of 
Nevada where they don’t have a pregnancy 
center at all, as well as Lake Tahoe and the 
University of Nevada, Reno, campus.”

Motivated by the growing movement 
among PCCs to purchase mobile ultrasound 
units, the Supreme Council recently 
announced a new component of the 
Ultrasound Initiative: Mobile Medical Unit 
Funding.

For state and local councils that raise all 
of the funds needed to purchase a vehicle — 
bus, RV, van, truck, etc. — outfitted to serve 
as a mobile unit for a PCC, the Supreme 
Council will provide up to 100 percent of 
the cost of an ultrasound machine for use 
in the unit.

For more information about the 
Ultrasound Initiative and Mobile Medical 
Unit Funding, visit kofc.org/ultrasound.

Mobilizing For Life
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March for Life 2017 was 
pleased to feature Vice 
President Mike Pence as 
the first Vice President 

or President in history to speak at the 
March for Life, the world’s largest annual  
pro-life demonstration, in Washington, 
D.C. last month.

Pence joined other prominent pro-life 
figures, including top-ranking White 
House adviser Kellyanne Conway, 
Archbishop of New York Cardinal 
Timothy Dolan, Baltimore Ravens tight 
end Benjamin Watson, former Planned 
Parenthood Director and founder of ‘And 
Then There Were None’ Abby Johnson, 
Mexican Telenovela star Karyme Lozano, 
author and radio host Eric Metaxas, and 
Bishop Vincent Matthews of the Church of 

God in Christ, who advocates for adoption 
in the African-American community.

“We were very pleased to welcome 
Vice President Mike Pence to speak at 
this year’s March for Life. His appearance 
marks a historic moment for the pro-life 
movement as Vice President Pence will 
be the first Vice President or President to 
speak at the March for Life,” said Jeanne 
Mancini, President of the March for Life.

“Vice President Pence has been a friend 
and champion of the pro-life cause his 
entire career. Pro-life leaders, activists, 
volunteers and marchers were thrilled to 
hear from Vice President Pence and are 
bound to leave the March for Life even 
more energized than when they came,” 
Mancini noted. “Our theme this year is 

the “Power of One,” highlighting how 
every individual has the ability to make 
a difference in the cause of life.  As a 
former Member of Congress, Governor 
and now Vice President, Mr. Pence has 
demonstrated throughout his entire career 
how one person can, indeed, make a 
difference in the ultimate human right — 
the right to life.”

Tens of thousands of Americans traveled 
from across the nation to D.C. for this 
year’s March for Life, which promoted the 
dignity of every human life and to stand 
against the greatest human rights violation 
of our time – abortion-on-demand.

A special thank you to St. Stephen 
Associate Music Director Jose Rivera for 
these great pictures taken at the event.

March For Life 2017 Takes a Stand

St. Stephen parish family, we collected a 
large amount of baby items (baby bottles, 
diapers, baby wipes, clothing, etc) valued 
at over $4,500. In addition, from the coffee 
and donut drive, we collected another 
$200 plus in donations for this worthy 
cause. These were distributed to Life Care 
of Brandon, Foundation of Life and Life 
Care “Ruskin”.

Also on the weekend of January 21/22, a 
commemoration event took place after all 
Masses as part of the annual Remembrance 
Crosses.  We wanted our entire Parish 
community to become involved in 

remembering all the babies killed through 
abortion, so we did something a little 
different this year. After each Mass, we 
provided parishioners with Remembrance 
packs (blue and pink 4”x 5” flags, prayer 
cards, life savers) after each Mass. Then 
we asked them to plant the flags inside the 
perimeter of the planted Remembrance 
Crosses and to say a prayer for all the 
babies lost to abortion. The sea of flags 
that could be seen after all the Masses was 
humbling and a testament to our catholic 
values and the pro-life stance of our parish 
family. 

So Brothers, we had a great start to this 

New Year, but still much has to be done. 
We have the framework and support to 
win important legislative and judicial 
battles, but until we truly build a culture 
of life and support mothers and their 
unborn babies, we cannot win the war. Our 
Order’s second principle “Unity” gives us 
the needed strength and weapons to fight 
and win this war. By coming together 
and actively participating in these Pro-
Life events we can create that “Culture of 
Life”. As our Vice President stated at the 
March for Life rally “It all for me begins 
with cherishing the dignity, the worth, the 
value of every human life.”  Now is the 
time to win this war!

Culture Con’t From Page 1
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The foundation of the domestic 
church is the sacrament of 
marriage. It is therefore 
important to reflect often on 

the mystery and calling of this sacrament. 
Also, our children may be called to become 
spouses and parents, so it is important to 
help them understand the type of love that 
is necessary in marriage and family life.

Meditation
The following meditation is from 

a homily by St. John Chrysostom on 
Marriage and Family Life

How is marriage a mystery? The two 
have become one. This is not 
an empty symbol. They have 
not become the image of 
anything on earth, but of God 
Himself. ... They come to be 
made into one body. See the 
mystery of love! If the two do 
not become one, they cannot 
increase; they can increase 
only by decreasing! How 
great is the strength of unity!

From Pope John Paul II’s 
Familiaris Consortio

The Spirit which the Lord 
pours forth [in the sacrament 
of marriage] gives a new 
heart, and renders man and 
woman capable of loving one 
another as Christ has loved 
us. Conjugal love reaches 
that fullness to which it is 
interiorly ordained, conjugal 
charity, which is the proper 
and specific way in which the spouses 
participate in and are called to live the 
very charity of Christ who gave Himself 
on the Cross. ... Spouses are therefore 
the permanent reminder to the Church of 
what happened on the Cross; they are for 
one another and for the children witnesses 
to the salvation in which the sacrament 
makes them sharers.

Do we think of marriage differently 
when we remember that Christ is present 
in the sacrament of marriage? How does 

this change or challenge our personal 
views of love?

What do we think of St. John 
Chrysostom’s principle of Christian 
married love — that spouses and family 
“increase” by “decreasing”? How does 
this principle relate to the words that we 
hear from John the Baptist: “He must 
increase; I must decrease” (Jn 3:30)?

Have we loved each family member by 
sacrificing for them as Christ has done for 
each of us? In what ways do each of us 
do this? In what ways could we be better 
at this?

Scripture Reading - Psalm 128
A prayer of the happy home that follows 

the Lord:

Blessed are all who fear the LORD,
   and who walk in his ways.
What your hands provide you will enjoy;
   you will be blessed and prosper:
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
   within your home,

Your children like young olive plants
   around your table.
Just so will the man be blessed
   who fears the LORD.
May the LORD bless you from Zion;
   may you see Jerusalem’s prosperity
   all the days of your life,
   and live to see your children’s children.
Peace upon Israel!

Family Project
Read the below nuptial prayer from the 

Order of Celebrating Matrimony. Share 
memories about your wedding 
day with your family over a 
nice family meal. At this meal, 
have each child share one 
thing they appreciate about 
their parents’ marriage. Then, 
each spouse should share one 
reason why they are grateful 
for their marriage and how 
each one sees Christ as present 
in their marriage.

Nuptial Blessing
Holy Father, who formed 

man in your image, male and 
female you created them, so 
that as husband and wife, 
united in body and heart, 
they might fulfill their calling 
in the world; O God, who, to 
reveal the great design you 
formed in your love, willed 
that the love of spouses for 
each other should foreshadow 

the covenant you graciously made with 
your people, so that, by fulfillment of the 
sacramental sign, the mystical marriage 
of Christ with his Church might become 
manifest in the union of husband and 
wife among your faithful. ... May they 
also sustain, O Lord, by their deeds the 
home they are forming and prepare their 
children to become members of your 
heavenly household by raising them in the 
way of the Gospel. ... Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Mystery of the Sacrament of Marriage
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Our Order’s steadfast defense 
and promotion of a Culture 
of Life is grounded on 

our ultimate assurance that in the 
natural law written in the heart of 
every person is the recognition that 
human life is sacred from its very 
beginning to its end. In the depths of 
our consciousness, human intellect 
knows that the very source of its 
existence—i.e. human life—ought to 
be protected and celebrated. In that 
regard, the message of the Knights 
of Columbus extends far beyond our 
Order and our religious creed; it is a 
universal message that every person 
of good will can come to affirm.

“Human life is sacred and 
inviolable at every moment of 
existence, including the initial phase 
which precedes birth. All human 
beings, from their mother’s womb, 
belong to God who searches them 
and knows them, who forms them 
and knits them together with his 
own hands, who gazes on them when 
they are tiny shapeless embryos and 
already sees in them the adults of 
tomorrow whose days are numbered 
and whose vocation is even now 
written in the ‘book of life.’ There too, 
when they are still in their mothers’ 
womb—as many passages of the Bible 
bear witness—they are the personal 
objects of God’s loving and fatherly 
providence.” (Evangelium Vitae, 61)

St. John Paul II famously noted that 
if human life itself is not respected, 
then respect for all other rights—
for example, the right to health, to 
marriage, to culture, to religion—is 
“false and illusory.” Human rights of 
every kind are “incomprehensible” 
without the right to life. Our Order, 
therefore, joins the universal Church in 
acknowledging the dignity of human 
life and in its efforts to achieve legal 
and constitutional protection for every 
human person at the international, 
national, state, and local levels.

Ask yourself a question - Why 
are you a Knight? It is an 
important question upon which 
to reflect. After all, if we cannot 

answer that question satisfactorily for 
ourselves, how can we possibly convince 
other Catholic men to join the Knights of 
Columbus?

I would hope that, for each of us, part 
of the answer to that question is that we 
believe in and embrace Father McGivney’s 
vision for the Order. That vision has two 
parts—the protection of Catholic families 
when the breadwinner has died, which 
is primarily fulfilled through the Order’s 
insurance program, and building fraternal 
bonds between Catholic men to keep them 
within the Church. 

In Father McGivney’s day, it was the 
proliferation of fraternal societies, some of 
them very anti-Catholic, that were drawing 
men away from the Church. Today, there 
are many other forces in the secular world 
that pull Catholic men and their families 
away from the Church. The Knights of 
Columbus is a bulwark against those forces 
through our loyalty to the Catholic Church 
and our dedication to the Principles of 
Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism.

So, when we are recruiting other Catholic 
men, we should seek to convince them of 
our founder’s vision and our principles, and 
show them that this is an organization for 
all good, Catholic men, regardless of their 
circumstances.  

In others words, we need to convince 
men to join us for who we are, not what 
we do. Now, when I say that, I do not 
mean to say that our service programs and 
charitable works are not important. To 
the contrary, as Knights, we are called to 
perform those good works, and there are 
so many Councils in Florida doing many 
wonderful things, as our General Programs 
Director constantly points out. 

But we must understand that our service 
programs do not define the Knights 
of Columbus; rather, these programs 
exemplify who we are. We are compelled 
to serve our Church and our communities 

in very real ways because of our Catholic 
faith and our dedication to the Principles of 
the Order. 

Too often, however, our recruiting 
efforts can be dominated by the detailed 
enumeration of our programs and good 
works. And that can turn away some of 
our prospects. For example, what do you 
say to the active Catholic who is involved 
in several ministries within a parish and 
professes to have no time to be involved 
with the Knights? 

If we are focused solely on our own 
service programs, it can be difficult to come 
up with a good answer. Or, what about the 
Catholic man with a young family who 
is working two jobs to help pay for his 
children’s Catholic schooling? I think that 
we would all agree that, in both of these 
cases, the lack of time for specific Knight’s 
projects should not stop these men from 
becoming Knights—in fact, each of these 
men is already engaged in Knight’s work!

As Councils embrace the Building the 
Domestic Church initiative, we must 
begin to embrace the idea of integrating 
our activities within our parishes, 
complementing parish ministries rather 
than competing with them. And we must 
find new ways to help our pastors and 
our parishes to serve our young Catholic 
families. Building the Domestic Church 
perfectly exemplifies who we are as 
Knights, and if we recruit men of all age 
for who we are, everything else will fall 
into place.

So, let us all remember why we are 
Knights of Columbus, and re-dedicate 
ourselves to building the Order here in 
Florida!

Have you asked a good Catholic man to 
join the Order today?

Fraternally,

Rick Hughes
State Membership Director

Why We Became Knights
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St. Stephen  
Council Officers

Fraternal Year 2015-2016

Chaplain   
Father Bob Schneider

Grand Knight   
John Berrie

Deputy Grand Knight 
Bruce Czaja 

Chancellor   
Mike Grogan

Warden 
Rich Sarnowski

Advocate   
Mike Formato

Lecturer

Frank Wuco

Recorder   
John Columbia

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
John Langhman

Trustees   
Ed Sleyzak, Steve Haines,  

Mark Lovejoy 

District Deputy  
Patrick Roach

Field Agent  
Joe DiSalvo

Guards   
Bob Haley 
Randy Lee

Recently, a candidate for the 
Knights of Columbus was 
asked why he wanted to be a 
Knight.  He is a younger man 

with a growing family, and his response 
can serve as a fresh reminder of something 
we all inherently know as Knights.  He 
recognized that he needed to be around 
other men of faith in order to be a better 
father, husband, co-worker, and citizen – 
and he saw the Knights as an organization 
that will help him in his faith.  

We have a principle of our Order that 
fulfills this desire in all of us to be better 
men and grow in our faith – Unity.

The easiest was to put Unity in action is 
to attend events with your brother Knights.  
By attending a business meeting, a degree 
exemplification, a prayer vigil, or a family 
social, you surround you and your family 
with like-minded Catholic gentlemen who 
face the same challenges of a secular world.  
The curious truth about the principle of 
Unity is that by seeking to spend time 
with men who share your values, you 
yourself are giving other Catholic men the 
environment they too seek.  

We, as a Council, have a wonderful 
opportunity to demonstrate the beautiful 
principle of Unity – and grow in our faith 
– by attending the annual Knights Day of 
Reflection at the Bethany Center in Lutz 
on February 25 from 9:00 – 3:00.  What 

better way is there to be part of “building 
our domestic Church” than to spend a day 
reflecting on your faith and priorities with 
the Catholic men of your Church?  Look 
for, and respond to the e-mails with details 
for the event.

This can be one of your best Saturdays of 
the entire year – take advantage of it!  And 
bring a fellow Knight!

S/K Bruce Czaja 
Deputy Grand Knight 

Putting Unity Into Action

The Knights of Columbus 
Council recently hosted the 
annual Free-throw Challenge 
at Saint Stephen School this 

past January.  The winners who will 
advance to District competition are:

Age 9 –Girls: Karli Elizabeth Moore;  
Boys: Lachlan Taylor 

Age 10 – Girls: Tabitha Vega (daughter 
of Brother Mark); Boys: Austin Wiles 
(son of Brother Nathan)

Age 11 – Girls: Briana Spencer; Boys: 
Jacob Disanto (son Brother Joe)

Age 12 – Girls: Noelle Herrera; Boys: 
Wyatt Grill

Age 13 – Boys: Austin Stanley
Age 14 – Girls: Annette Douglas
Thanks to S/K Cameron Czaja for 

heading up this event and to S/K and PGK 
Mark Lovejoy and S/K Rich Sarnowski 
for helping out.  

Addition thanks are due to Principal 
Umoh for allowing the Knights to host 
this event at the school.

2017 Free Throw Challenge

Mass at the Bethany Center Chapel
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St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 

Gerald Coffey
membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

Bruce Czaja
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Bill Ruppert

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 

Rick Armstrong  
community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Ed Veronick
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Rich Gnatowsky
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Cameron Czaja 

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

Bob Haley  
Ed Veronick  

squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Guillermo Bambach 
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 

Ed Sleyzak
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

As we approach the beginning of 
Lent, Ash Wednesday is March 
1st. Do we really understand 
what Lent is about?

Each year the Church observes where, 
like Israel and our Lord, we are tested. We 
participate in abstinence, times of fasting; 
we receive the sacrament of reconciliation 
and perform acts of mercy to strengthen our 
faith and devotional disciplines. 

The goal of every Christian is to leave 
Lent as a stronger and more vital person of 
faith than we were before. The Catechism 
of the Catholic Church states “the season 
and the days of penance in the course of 
the liturgical year (lent, and each Friday in 
memory of our Lord) are intense moments 
of the Church’s Penitential practice. 

These times are particularly appropriate 
for the spiritual exercises, penitential 
liturgies and pilgrimages as signs of penance, 
voluntary self-denial such as fasting and 
almsgiving and fraternal sharing (Charitable 
and Missionary works) CCC 1438.

Many of us give something up, or make a 
sacrifice during these 40 days. We will give 
up candy, certain foods, Facebook, or even 
TV. Some of us will go to Mass an extra day 
or even attend daily Mass. 

Some of us will make a trip to a shrine, or 
go on a Retreat; and others will go to a soup 
kitchen to help the poor. These are all things, 
as well as others, that we can do during these 
40 days of Lent.

Having the Vocation Chalice in your home 
for a week is a great idea during Lent. It is 
a great time for your family to sit down and 

pray together for Vocations. 
Our Council is very blessed to have 

several members who have been ordained 
either as a Deacon or Priest. Father Tim 
Cummings (son of S/K Tom Cummings, 
Father Jonathon Stephanz (son of S/K Jeff 
Stephanz,) Brother Tim Childers (Marian 
Missionaries of Divine Mercy), Christian 
Galvin, who is in his first year of seminary, 
as well as Deacon Ed Smith, Deacon Matt 
Shrina. 

This has proven that the power of prayer 
for vocations is strong. Please keep these 
Brothers in your prayers. Of course Pastor 
Father Bob Schneider, Father Curtis, 
Deacon Ed Dodenhoff and Deacon Dan 
Gratkowski are all members of our 
Council, so keep them in your prayers as 
they continue their vocations.

As Knights, we are examples to all around 
us. Our faith should never be questioned, 
and we should live our life to show everyone 
that we are Knights of Columbus and we are 
proud of our catholic Faith. 

So now the question is: What are you 
going to do this upcoming Lent? Are you 
going to be a stronger more vital person of 
faith than you are now?  My prayer this Lent 
for our Council is that we become stronger 
in our faith as well as stronger fraternally.

Mary Queen of the Knights pray for us. 
Venerable Father Michael J. McGiveny pray 
for us. 

  Ed Sleyzak, PGK

A Penitential Practice
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
Fr. Bob Schneider  

Faithful Navigator 

S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Captain 
S/K Patrick Roach  

Admiral 
S/K John Cirello

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Steve Haines  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Mike Formato

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Rick Hughes

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr.

Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Mark Lovejoy

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K David A Morone

S/K William F Klosterman

Color Corps Commander
Shawn Ryan

The Knights of Columbus has 
established a new scholarship 
program to help fund the 
education of seminarians 

preparing to become Catholic chaplains in 
the U.S. armed forces.

The program will distribute $1 million in 
scholarship money to the Archdiocese for 
the Military Services, USA, over a period 
of five years at a rate of $200,000 per year. 
These funds, in turn, will help produce a 
new generation of much-needed Catholic 
chaplains to minister to U.S. military 
personnel and their families.

Fundraising for the Orderwide project 
will be led by the Fourth Degree, the 
patriotic degree of the Knights.

The idea for the scholarship developed 
during Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson’s 
recent visit to the aircraft carrier USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower.

While watching flight-qualifier tests with 
an assistant secretary of the U.S. Navy, 
the supreme knight had the opportunity to 
think about Catholics in uniform and the 
hardship they face of having to go weeks – 
and sometimes months – without being able 
to attend Mass or receive spiritual guidance 
from a priest.

“It can be very difficult for Catholic 
members of the armed forces when they’re 
on forward deployments,” Anderson said. 
“The U.S. military archdiocese, which 

supplies Catholic chaplains, estimates that 
it needs 800 priests to fully serve all of the 
Catholic men and women in uniform today, 
but they are only able to supply 280 – barely 
a third of the number needed.”

The military chaplain scholarship aims 
to provide a solution to this problem. 
According to Archbishop Timothy P. 
Broglio of the Archdiocese for the Military 
Services, USA, the scholarship money will 
be dedicated to the archdiocese’s “Co-
Sponsored Seminarian Program,” which 
was initiated to recruit priestly vocations 
for the military for the benefit of the armed 
forces as well as participating dioceses and 
religious orders throughout the country.

Through this program, the military 
archdiocese contracts with each participating 
diocese to fund 50 percent of the cost of a 
seminarian’s five-year education – typically 
$12,500 per year. In return, the candidate 
agrees that, following ordination and three 
years of service at a parish, he will commit 
to serve as a military chaplain under the 
auspices of the military archdiocese for a 
minimum of three to five years.

These results, while extraordinary, place 
a large financial burden on the archdiocese, 
which annually generates only enough 
funds – 95 percent from donations – to 
cover its operating costs,” said Archbishop 
Broglio, who joined the Order in 2007 

CLICK HERE to read the full article

Scholarship Funds Military 
Chaplain Seminarians

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/supreme_knight/fromthesk_20170201.html
http://www.kofc.org/en/members/programs/military-activities/scholarships.html
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standards.  We have one area to improve, 
which is to establish a retention committee 
that operates and reports each month.  
We will be taking that effort on in a way 
that will be sustainable and will help us 
retain members as well as encourage more 
members to be active.  By the end of the 
Council meeting, we had two Brothers 
meeting with the Deputy Grand Knight to 
kick off the committee activities.  

One important point brought up in the 
regional meeting was to properly integrate 
new and returning members to the council.  
As an example, many new members 
come to a meeting or activity, but don’t 
feel sufficiently welcomed or included.  
One thing that we can all do is to ensure 
that each of us meets and talks to every 
Knight at every meeting or activity.  It’s 
not hard to do, but we all need to make a 
conscious effort. This is another way that 
we continuously build Unity and Fraternity.

Our recruiting efforts are starting to pay 
off.  Let’s keep at it.  As you go to Mass and 
attend church activities, please remember 
to ask one Catholic man if he would like to 
join the Knights.  Remember to emphasize 
how we support the Church at large as well 
as our local community.  We don’t require 
much of their time, but would like their 
support.

This coming month we have another 
Monster Jam, Bowling League, Prayer 
Vigil, Renewal of Vows, IncrediBull 
Games, Family Social, 1st Degree, Day 
of Reflection, and Tootsie Roll Drive. Our 
directors will give you all the details on 
these events.  

The Columbiettes have a membership 
drive on the portico with coffee and donuts 
on February 19th.  The have a 1st Degree 
on February 21st and a Major Degree on 
February 25th.  The Columbiettes reported 
that they are having a very good turnout 
at meetings.  Please remind your spouse 
that the Columbiettes are looking for new 
members.

Brothers, we are off to great start this 
year.  There are many activities this month 
for you to get involved.  Two big ones are 
the IncrediBull games on the 17th and the 
Day of Reflection on the 25th.  If you have 
not signed up yet, please do so by February 
8th.  Both will be outstanding events.  

Thank you all for saying “Yes” and 
helping the Council achieve its goals of 
Charity, Unity and Fraternity.  Please 
remember to ask the men you meet about 
becoming a Knight of Columbus.  Let us 
evangelize and build our parish, order, and 
community through our actions.

Vivat Jesus! 

Grand Knight Con’t From Page 2

Knights from Council 14084 
enjoyed some fraternity this past 
January by meeting at the MC 

Cigar Shop and Lounge for some cigars, 
adult beverages, and great conversation 
on Inauguration Day.  

However, no poker games broke out 
this year.  About a dozen Knights shared 
stories and got to know each other better, 
and all said, “We should do this more 
often!”  The Council will look at having 
another Cards & Cigars this summer.  

Finally, all in attendance owe a big 
thanks to Mike La Pollo for showing up 
with some wings from Beef’s – they hit 
the spot, Mike!

2017 Cards & Cigars
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February 17 Family Social
 Special Olympics - Bloomingdale HS
February 18 Marriage Vows Renewal 
 Catholic Men’s Conference
 First Degree, St. Stephen School
February 25 Day of Reflection - Bethany Center
February 25-26 Tootsie Roll Drive
February 26 Altar Server BBQ
March 4 Roadside Cleanup, 8:00am Redeemer Church, Boyette
March 4-5 Tootsie Roll Drive
March 11 Respect Life prayer visit
March 18 Second Degree, St. Stephen School

Please check your Council calendar for more details regarding these events.

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 

Through the example of his life 
and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of 
charity and building up his Body 
which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.

Through his intercession, 
grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request).

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Knight of the Month
  Mark Lovejoy

Family of the Month
Joe Rynne Family

Last month, Chuck Alaynick was 
exemplified into the second degree. 
Chuck is a member of the US Army 

stationed at Mc Dill AFB and works for 
SOCOM. He will be retiring soon. Chuck 
has been married for 22 years and is a 
father of four children. 

Chuck has resided in Riverview for 
the past 17 years, and been a member of  
St. Stephen Parish the entire time. Chuck 
joined the Knights to find camaraderie 
outside the military with honorable men. 
He has worked with the RJS team, and 
plans on joining the Pro-life team. 

His goal is to get his 3rd and 4th degree 

in the Knights of Columbus to become  
a full Sir Knight.    

A Knight In the Second Degree


